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people who live there and from the people who want to
see a future n that region

'3 important to when you talk about the
Mugray-Goulbumn system that the water that 15 released
each year is around 3000 gigalitres: 2000 gigalrtres 15
delivered, and 900-plus gigaltres go missing. If you put
that in perspectrve, 900 billion Iitres is lost the
 sysiem each year [That s one-guaner of Eddon. It s
more money, and 1t 15 more water than exists n the
whole of Sydney Harbour. That is how much water 15

lost every year

Mr Baillien mterjected

ﬂrnnumv — The Leader of the Opposition

says, “What if the flows are lower?” They are the
distnbution losses that oocur whether f 15 at full
capacity of whether it 15 ai hali capacity
" thiat 15 Tost when you operate the system.

The proposal we announced todry 15 strongly supported
from withm the region. It 1s strongly supported by all
the local groups, mcluding the food bowl group itself,
which represents most of the big investors throughout
the region, plus all the users. It is strongly supported bry
the catchment management muthonbes. 1t 15 strongly
supported by the nonthem water imgators. It 1s strongly
supported by the Australan Industry Group. And do
you know why? Because it is about pumping $1 billion
worth of mvestment mito a region.
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samewhat ronsc that those political parties are
supportmg the Prume Minister's national water plan
which would see water entitlements bought up and sent
down the Murray River to Adelasde. That is what
members opposite believe m

Dr Napthine — On a point of order, Speaker, even
allowing for mterjections the mimister has been
speaking for a considerable length of ume. He is now
debating the 1ssue, and | ask you to bing ham back to
answermg the question and concluding his answer.

The SPEAKER — Order! The minster has been
speaking for just on 5 mmutes and | will continue to
hear him.

Mr BRUMBY — As the Minister for Water,
Emaroament and Chimate Change has smd today, of you
look at this plan, you see it 15 a plan mvolving
desalination, and desalmation 1s clmate-proof water
That is what if 1 it 15 climate change-proof water. If
vou look st this aspect of the food bowl modermisaton
program, you find there are nvestments m savings and
all new water coming out of the distnbution losses. 111s
great for farmers, great for wnigators and great for the
environment, and it meets pan of Melbourne's needs as
well. | referred before to other elements involving
Hamilton and Geelong. This is a plan for the whole
state It 15 the nght plan, and | urge the Liberal Party
and The Nationals to get behind what 13 a great plan



